Oak HLL Festival of FLags Histony

A United States FLag every forty geet on
eveny stheet in the Village of Oak HilL was
one o4 the orniginal goalks of a small group
in the Village. The Oak HiLX Festival of
FRags was stanted in 1992 by an
ornganization initially brought togethen
to preserve an 0fd school building.

Central, an ohd school dating back to 1901, was retirned by the Oak
HALL schook system several years ago. A group of concerned
citizens gormed an ad hoc committee committed Lo presenving the
Achool, taking £t out of mothballs and perhaps even convernting At
Anto a community center.

Dan Brisken pitched the Festival of FLags Ldea to the Save Central
Committee and the committee jumped on the idea. The decision to
Achedule the gestival for the Memornial Day weekend Lt with the
gLags/patriiotic theme. ALso, Ltwas a Long pre-summen weekend
which already saw many ex-residents returning home gon gamily
vAALLS, chass rneunlons o for hecreation.

Oven 1,000 §Lags were purchased by village and area residents gon
the g8t year. Inthe thind year, close to 2,000 §Lags were
displayed along the village strneets. PLastic pipes to hold the
gLag poles wene insented in holes everny gonty geet along the
Village streets. 1t s aninspiring s4ght to see all of the §Lags
waving in the breeze. The community involvement and support have
been very positive.

Many Oak HilZ nesidents decorate thein houses and businesses with
gLags and bannerns. Acontest to pick the best decorated houses and
businesses L5 sponsored by a Local ghoup. The decorated buildings
add to the inspirning s4ight o4 ned, white and bLue.



The Festival, negisterned with the Ohio Festival Association,
takes place during the Memornial Day weekend. In the past, the
centen o4 the Festival takes place around the 0Ld Central School.
Cragts, good booths, carnival nides, old can show, children's
activities, gospel music and entertainment are ofpered duwring the
Festival. Cwvently, the gestival L5 Located on the ghounds of the
city hatl.

On Memorial Day Weekend, there 45 entertainment, a parade, and a
gree Pl Dint and the Dozerns Concent. Sunday brings gospel music,
more good and a pageant depicting the historny o Oak HLLL. A
pancake breakgast, the Amernican Legion Parade, a car show, more
cragts and food are ofgered on Monday.

The Festival of FLags ghows every year. A Local committee Led by
Danny Bruisken and Peg Thomas, spend many howrs planning and
conducting the Festival. The support grom the village residents
has been themendous. Thein time, talents and hard work have made
the Festival a very successul community wide profect.



